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ODF unveils user fee approach 

 Last year the Oregon Department 
of Forestry initiated a group called the 
Subcommittee on Alternative Forest 
Management to look at alternative rev-
enue sources, among other things.
 In January, the subcommittee gave a 
status overview before the ODF Board 
of Forestry. In their presentation, the 
group gave the final report “Alternative 
Revenue Sources: Preliminary Economic 
Review.” 
 The report contains a detailed outline 
of revenue potential from user groups and 
the potential revenues each group could 
raise to help sustain Oregon’s forests. 
These potential user groups include ev-
eryone from horseback riders to target 
shooters. In closing, the report states that 
a “recreation fee program” needs to be 
established before ODF could raise any 
revenue from user groups.
 OHA will closely monitor these de-
velopments as they pertain to hunting.
 

Bird seed tax bill could aid 
Oregon’s sage grouse

 During the 2013 legislative session a 
bill to tax bird seed was introduced and 
died in committee. During discussions 
with bird seed tax advocates in January, 
a new bill concept based on the bird seed 
tax emerged along with the possibility of 
introducing a new bill during the 2014 
February legislative session. While the 
bird seed tax portion is still in the bill, 
the bill focus is now that half the revenue 
raised from the tax will go to supporting 
sage grouse, while the other half of the 
revenues raised will fund the ODFW 
Conservation Strategy Plan. It is not 
known at this writing if this bill will be 
introduced during the 2014 legislative 
session.

OHA opposes trapping ban on 
National Wildlife Refuges

 Federal legislation has been intro-
duced that would ban the use of body 
gripping traps in all National Wildlife 
Refuges in the United States. Once the 
bill was introduced, a group of repre-
sentatives from various organizations in 
Oregon met to draft a letter in opposition 
to the trapping ban. The letter was then 
sent to Oregon’s Congressional delega-
tion stating strong opposition to the bill.
 
 
 

Commission tables crossbows

 The Oregon Fish and Wildlife Com-
mission at its January meeting tabled 
the issue of crossbows and whether 
crossbows should be allowed in Oregon 
for handicapped persons who qualify. At 
that January meeting testimony was heard 
from federal personnel of Americans with 
Disabilities Act, the Oregon Hunters As-
sociation (OHA), the Traditional Archers 
of Oregon (TAO) and the Oregon Bow 
Hunters (OBH). OHA, TAO and OBH 
testified against allowing crossbows in 
Oregon. After much discussion among 
the Commission members, the issue was 
tabled indefinitely.
 OHA extends a special thank you to 
the members of TAO and OBH for the 
many hours of pre-planning of strategy 
and testimony, as well as to the members 
of OHA, TAO and OBH who contacted 
the OHA board and the OHA lobbyist to 
express their opinions on the subject of 
crossbows.

Latest gun bill would require 
universal background checks

 The Oregon State Senate Judiciary 
Committee introduced a legislative 
concept on a bill requiring universal gun 
background checks that will be printed 
into bill form and introduced as a Senate 
Judiciary Committee bill during the leg-
islative session that begins in February.
 The concept, according to the Oregon 
Firearms Federation, requires that when 
you transfer a gun to anyone outside 
the definition of family – which could 
include your best friend, your cousin, 
or your uncle – the Oregon State Police 
record the recipient’s name, address, 
sex, (and social security number if they 
choose to give it) and the make, model, 
caliber and serial number of the gun. 
OHA will be actively involved in defeat-
ing this bill.
 

Are you ready to pay a user’s fee to hunt in 
Oregon’s State Forests?

OHA opposes a Congressional bill that 
would ban trapping on federal refuges.
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OUTDOOR 
OUTLOOK

For complete details, visit OHA’ s website:
www.oregonhunters.org/cougarcontest

Enter OHA’s 
Bear & 
Cougar 
Contest!

Buy your new tags and enter OHA’s 2014 Contest!

JANUARY 31
Harvest reporting deadline, most 
tags; Most remaining upland bird 

seasons close;
Eugene Boat & Sportsmen’s Show 
opens, Lane County fairgrounds

FEBRUARY 1
NW goose season 3rd period opens;
OHA state election filing deadline;
Capitol Chapter wood duck nest box 

project, 503-566-7779

FEBRUARY 5
Portland Pacific NW Sport Show opens

FEBRUARY 10
Deadline to apply for spring bear

FEBRUARY 14
Douglas County Sportsmen’s and 
Outdoor Recreation Show opens

FEBRUARY 15
OHA Columbia Basin Chapter banquet, 

541-231-4384; 
For a list of all OHA banquets, visit:

www.oregonhunters.org

FEBRUARY 16
Douglas County Sportsmen’s and 

Outdoor show closes;
Zone 1 snipe season ends

FEBRUARY 20
Spring bear draw results available

FEBRUARY 21
Jackson County Sportsmen’s and 
Outdoor Recreation Show opens, 

Jackson County Expo

FEBRUARY 22
South Coast goose season opens

OHA chapter banquets:
Columbia County 503-201-7495

Hoodview 503-225-1946
Redmond 541-447-3939

FEBRUARY 23
Jackson County Sportsmen’s and 

Outdoor Show closes
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Poachers sentenced in 
central Oregon slaughter

 A 20-year old Bend-area man was 
sentenced related to multiple crimes fol-
lowing a seven month investigation by 
Oregon State Police (OSP) Fish & Wild-
life Division troopers in central Oregon 
into big game poaching in the Metolius 
Wildlife Management Unit.   
 In July 2012, OSP Fish & Wildlife 
troopers, with the assistance of U.S. 
Forest Service law enforcement and 
Deschutes County Sheriff’s Office, com-
pleted the investigation and identified 
suspects. During the investigation, locks 
were discovered shot off gates leading to 
critical mule deer winter range habitat. 
Many of the wildlife animals were killed 
at night with the aid of artificial lighting. 
Troopers examined the remains of 20 
deer and two elk. Several of the larger 
bucks’ carcasses were found with the 
heads removed, and some of the doe 
deer were shot and left to waste. With the 
assistance of Jefferson County District 
Attorney’s Office, Deschutes County 
District Attorney’s Office, and Jackson 
County District Attorney’s Office, charg-
es were filed and two men pled guilty 
and were sentenced. One defendant, 
Tyler S. Mitchell, age 20, pled guilty in 
November 2012 to multiple charges and 
was sentenced to 180 days in jail, lifetime 
hunting license suspension, restitution, 
and 60 months’ probation.   
 The second defendant, Cole A. Craig, 

age 20, from Bend, was sentenced Jan.  
10 in Jefferson County Circuit Court 
and Jan. 13 in Deschutes County Circuit 
Court. Cole pled guilty to a total of 23 
counts, mostly wildlife crimes, including 
one count of Aggravated Animal Abuse 
related to an intentional act outside of 
normal and acceptable hunting activities. 
Sentencing included: Jefferson County 
Circuit Court –  230 days in jail; lifetime 
hunting license suspension; lifetime ban 
on possessing firearms; 5 years’ proba-
tion; 400 hours of community service; 
Pay restitution totaling $13,600; potential 
30-month prison sentence for any proba-
tion violation. Deschutes County Circuit 
Court – 4 months in jail concurrent with 
Jefferson County sentence; 20 days in 
Deschutes County Jail; 36 months’ pro-
bation with potential of 28 month prison 
sentence for a violation of probation 
terms; 300 hours community service con-
secutive with Jefferson County sentence; 
$11,971.37 in fines; lifetime revocation 
of hunting privileges.   

Bend-area poachers racked up the racks.


